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What is the Phonics Screening
Check (PSO)?

.+ The phomcs screening check is a guick and
easy check of You( child's phonics knowledge.

. |t he\ps Tthe school confirm whether yvouyr child
has made the expecTed progress. The national
ihomcs screening check was introduced in 2012

0 all Year 1 pupils in the coumry.

. |t consists of HO words that must be read
one-to-one to a teacher.

- T is a combination of real and non-wordads.



VWhat is the Phonics Screening
Check (PSO)?

The Phonic Screening Check is NOT a
readmg Test

It is a short, smTuTory assessment to ensure that
children are making sufficient progress in the
phonics skills to read words and are on track 1o
become fluent readers who can enjoy readmg for
p\easure and for \eammg.



Example of real words included:

in grand
at cloaks
beg scrap

sum strike




G\o&aq

vV = vowel - a2,10.u
¢ = consonant - the other letters eg. b.cdifig

VC words = a word with one vowel followed
by one consonant eg. in

d\gmph - one sound made by Two letters
eg. 00 o sh

’rr'\gmph - one sound Mmade by Three letters
eg '\gh



Structure and Content

The PSC is divided into two sections
Section 1

A var‘\e”ry of S\mp\e wovrd structures
CVC - cat

VCC - ant
CCVC - STep
CVCC - pas’r

using single letters (a, b, ¢ and so on), some consonant
digraphs (ch, ¢k £, I, ng, sh, ss, th, z2) and frequent and
consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi, 00, or)



Structure and Content
Section 2

This will contain a var'\efry of more
complex woxd structures (CCVCC -
stand, CCCVC- scrap, CCCVCC- spring
ond Two sy\\ab\e words) with some
additional consonant digraphs (ph, wh,
some [ess frequent and consistent
vowel digraphs including split digraphs
(a-e, e-e, i-e) and trigraphs (air, igh.



What are non-words
(also called pseudo words)?

Non-words (or nonsense words, or alien words) are
a collection of letters that will follow phonics rules
your child has been taught, but dont mMean
anything - your child will need to read these with
The correct sounds to show that They understand
the phonics rules behind them.
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Wh¥ have hon-words been
Included?

Non-words are new to all
children and therefore test =W .
their ability to decode words. pw=g
This means that they do not K=

favour children with good  2%:%
voco\bu\o\ry ov visual memory E |

of words, Therefore the
check tests them on Their
ab\\ﬁy to use phonics 1o read
WOYrds.




Non-words

All non-words in the screening

check are accompan‘\ed by Q
picture of an imaginary creafture  © é .
to provide a context for the pupil S

(naming the type of imaginary
creature)

This is to ensure that They are

Not Try‘mg To match the
non-word To a word in their
vocabu\ary.




How will the Phonics Screening Check
be carried out?

. Prior o the PSC children will be shown
practice sheets with examples of real and
non-words. Therefore, when They come 1o
Take the PSC the materials will be familiar to
Them.

- The PSC will be carried out by a Teacher
familiar to the child

- |1t will occur in a comfortable, noise free and
well it environment away from distractions.



How will the Phonics Screening
Check be carried out?

- There is no time limit for the PSC but it
normally takes between 1 and 9 minutes per
child

-+ If The teacher administering the PSC believes
a child is finding it difficult to concentrate
during the PSC then rest breaks may be
Taken when needed

. Modifications may be made to the PSC to suit
the individual needs of children eg. font size,
reducing the number of words on each page.



How are we helping children fo

prepare for the PSC?

-Da'\\y focused Phonics lessons p\cmned SPec'\ﬂca\\y
for the phase that the children are currenﬂy at.

Phonics assessments are carvied out ever Cyc\e
0 assess which Phase each child is at. Children
should reach Phase © by the end of Year 2

\ndividual and small group readmg with children -
They are encoumged 0 decode unfamiliar words
using their phon'\c Knovv\edge

-Spellings to learn.



How are we helping children

fo prepare for the PSC?

INteractive games are
used to encourage
children To decode words
using their phonic
Knowledge and then
decide whether it is a

Blend to read the word then

net
decide which dlien to feed it
real or fake word. decide which aier 10 Feed

\'N:(w"f‘l." (“‘It‘“.t"' |,' W/ & F;.')I" > S
OV Qs SO0 IOVES +OFKC ONCES

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPI
ut o.html



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html

How are we helping children

fo prepare for the PSC?
Read}ng £qgs:

Children access animated online lessons whetre ’rhe learn
essential reading and phonics skills. The variet J N activities
within each lesson provides the repetition needed for these
sKills to become part of the child's long term memory.




Useful Websites and Phonic Games

thack R

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

BuriedTreasure2.htmi http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
DragonsDen.html

Home
. Phase 4 Games
What is
Letters and . " .
Sounds? These free online games are all aimed at Phase Four of the Letters and Sounds phonics

P 1 programme. Click on a picture to play - all games open in a new window.
hase

Phase 1
Introduction

Blending Bingo

First print off the bingo cards which are available in PDF

Phase 1 format. Then for Phase Four you can choose whether you
Resources want CVCC words or CCVC words. Every time you click
Phase 1 the "pull" button you will get a new word to blend. ICT h tt ™ l/ I tt d
ot Games. p://www.letiers-ana-sou
Phase 2 Ibh 4 h
Phase 2 _ nds.com/phase-4-games.ht
Enitroduction > Data Powers New Deals m
Phase 2 28
ml
Phase 2 Bacal € Dragons' Den
Games
At the start of the game you can choose which letter sets
P 3 to work with, or you can even enter your own word list.
You have to give the eggs with real words on to the
Phase 3 green dragon and those wit made up words to the red

Introduction

dragon. Here are some useful teaching_ideas for the
Phase 3 game from Phonics Play.
Resources I



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/DragonsDen.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/DragonsDen.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-4-games.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-4-games.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-4-games.html

children prepare for the PSC?

Let your child see you enjoy'mg read'\ng yourself - Jrhey are influenced b\/ You and what
you valuel

lmmerse your child in a love of read'\ng: share books and magazines with your child,
take them to the \'\bmry 10 choose books, read to them regu\ar\y, point out texts
around You, eg. in the street etc

Make time for your child to read school books to you regu\ar\y - encourage them by
pointing to the words and ask them about the sTory ’rhey are reading,

Use phomcs p\o\y vvvvw.phomcsP\ay.co.uK This is a website which is pacKed with
inferactive phonics games to help children to learn to hear sounds and blend sounds.

VWWe use this in school and some aspects of it are free t0 use at home.

\WWord games eg | Sp\/, \VWord Snap. Buried Treasure.

MaK\ng up non-words of their own using the sounds in their Phonics Pack


http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

How will | know if my child has
met the PSC standard?

The school will inform you before the end of
The Autumn Term.

What does this mean?

They have a secure Know\edge of the phomc
content that has been mughT in Year 1 and
They are able 1o app\y it when read'mg.

In 2019 this meant that children had read at
least 32 out of HO words correcﬂy.



VWhat happens |f my child does
not meet the PSC standard?

- Your child will receive further support in
Year 2 including small group work and 1
catch up programmes, it necessary

- Phonic unit times focus on conso\'\dm‘mg
the Phase 3 and S sounds, as well as
‘\mroduc'mg The hew Phase 6 content.

- AT the end of Year 2 YouY child will be
re-tested 1o check that They have tmet
The standard set b\/ The government.



Am( queﬁ’r\ons’?

Feel free t0 send in any
quesﬂons via email

oY
See phon'\cs section on

Www.educm'\on.gov.uk for
further information



http://www.education.gov.uk/

